THE   MAIN,   FLORIDA,    AND   VIRGINIA            185
to burn the town, according to what Pedro Menendez Marqu6z
reports at length to Your Majesty in the enclosed despatch.1
At the end of seven days, after he had completely razed the fort
and destroyed what the Indians had left, and had spoiled the
plantations and carried off everything, even to trifles and hardware
and the furniture of the houses, leaving nothing whatsoever,
according to what Pedro Menendez Marquez writes, the English-
man departed on a course for Santa Elena where we are certain
nothing will have remained, given the corsair's purpose which, they
said, originally was to proceed direct to Santa Elena, paying no
attention to San Agustin. However, the Portuguese pilot he
carried along, paid as expert and guide solely for the Florida coast
and navigation of it, told him, when they reached the neighbour-
hood of San Agustin that there was the fort wherein the general
resided and that it could very easily be taken since in all the forts
there were only 300 men, and so to take San Agustin would not
delay him. Therefore he carried out the attack.
All the people found safety in the bush. No subsistence whatever
or anything else was left, and by this launch Pedro Menendez
Marquez sent to ask help in food supplies and equipment, (p. 2)
nails, iron, augers, axes, saws, smithy, in order to reestablish the
settlement and fortify it.2 He saved only his harquebuses and a
barrel and a demijohn of powder...
We feel certain that nothing will remain of Santa Elena because
the aborigines there have never been truly pacified or friendly. If
our people escape from the Englishmen, the Indians will fall upon
them or both will attack together. Our Lord guide all by His Divine
hand!
Because the corsair carried off so many small things of all sorts,
leaving nothing, nor any craft, large or small, that he could take
along, we certainly believe it to be his intention (p. 3) to make a
settlement at some point on the Florida coast so situated as to serve
as a base from which to over-run all the Indies and attack the fleets.
He has taken with him everything required, by land or sea, to
establish a settlement, including even negroes which he seized at
Santo Domingo and Cartagena.
Three of these fled from him and remained with Pedro Menendez
Marquez, and they relate certain things concerning which he will
report at greater length to Your Majesty. Pedro Menendez Marquez
1 Not found. See p. 164 ante, note i.
* The relief was sent. Pedro Menendez Marquez was urged to send his women
and children to Havana.